


Lecture at Xiamen University

Title of the lecture:

How is a patent useful to scientists?

The short abstract of the lecture:
A patent is granted to a new and useful invention in order to disclose the invention to the public, because a disclosed invention is useful for further development of industry. Thus a patent is granted to a new, inventive and useful invention through examination of a national organization (the patent office).

A university scientists may try to obtain patent to his or her invention for three reasons. (1) If the invention is close to an industrial interest, he or she is able to obtain some research fund by selling the patent. In this case, the research is usually in an applied science. (2) If the invention is unique and has an industrial significance, he or she can start a venture company and join in a business world. In this case, the research is usually in a software science or in a biological science. (3) If the invention is basic and has no industrial significance, he or she may obtain a patent for curiosity. 
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